
Foolproof Pinewood Derby 
Classic Race Rules! 

 

• Total finished car weight cannot exceed 5.0 ounces. 

• The scale used by the race officials provides the final race weight. 

• Total car dimensions cannot exceed 7” in length, 2.75” in width and 5” in 

height. Note that height limits change depending on the clearance of 

finish gates. 

• Clearance dimensions are as follow: 1.75” between wheels and 0.375” 

beneath body. 

• The wood block provided in the kit must be used in the car. 

• The wheels and axles supplied with the kit must be used. Seams can 

typically be removed from wheels but NOT tread. Axles may be polished 

to remove stamp marks, crimp marks or other imperfections. 

• The car must be freewheeling, with no starting devices, mechanical 

speed enhancers, springs, or wheel bearings. 

• No loose material of any kind can used on or in the car – including 

weights. 

• All weights and other attachments must be properly secured to the car. 

• All decisions by the inspection committee are final. 

 

Please direct all questions to Adventure Base Camp Director Courtney Weaver at 
Courtney.weaver2@scouting.org 


